
Whitethorn Hardwoods
P.O. Box 400, Whitethorn, CA 95589

Where we are...

Nestled in coastal 
mountain redwoods 

near Shelter Cove and 
the Lost Coast....

Stay on Shelter Cove 
Rd… Do not go to 

Whitethorn… Always 
choose Shelter Cove to…

545 Shelter Cove Rd

You can’t miss it!



Whitethorn Hardwoods
P.O. Box 400, Whitethorn, CA 95589

Redwoods by the river...
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Country roads...
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Coastal mountains...



Whitethorn Hardwoods
P.O. Box 400, Whitethorn, CA 95589

Shelter Cove
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Little Black Sands...
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Lost Coast...
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Shelter Cove community...
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Whitethorn Construction:
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Opportunities in California 
Hardwoods 

Whitethorn Hardwoods is a division of Whitethorn Co nstruction
kforden@whitethornconstruction.com

www.whitethornconstruction.com
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Presentation overview

1. Hardwoods in our area

2. Whitethorn Hardwoods 
production facilities

3. Whitethorn Hardwoods products
4. Whitethorn Hardwoods in other 

hands

5. Where do we go from here…
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Hardwoods in our area….

� Softwood production equipment 
and practices do not facilitate 
hardwood development

� Local species not recognized in 
traditional hardwood markets

� Transition from retail sales to 
wholesale distribution requires 
increases in both efficiency and 
scale, and significant change in 
cost/price structure

Possible reasons that 
hardwood manufacturing 
has not developed further:
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Hardwoods in our area…. 

� Mal Coombs’ Piercy mill
� Kent Holmgren’s Alton mill
� Beaver Lumber 
� Northcoast Hardwoods in 

Arcata
� CalOak in Oroville
� Wild Iris Holistic Forestry –

Jan Iris / ISF Piercy
� West Coast Hardwoods in 

Arcata
� Mendocino Hardwoods in 

Ukiah

Hardwood processing mills:
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We made conscious choices.
We focused on: 

� Kiln drying 

� Secondary manufacturing.

� Niche markets, and
� Certified sustainably harvested products

Key factors in business longevity:
� measured incremental growth
� minimal leverage to help weather market 

downturns

� meeting challenges of selling retail over long 
distances 
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Production facilities: milling
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Production facilities: air drying
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Production facilities: air drying
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Kiln Drying
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Dehumidification kiln coming online
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Production facilities: Production line
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Production facilities: 
30” planer and packager
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Production: resaw and straight-line rip
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Production facilities:
flooring and molding
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Products:

Whitethorn in-house products
� Slabs / lumber
� Flooring and molding
� Architectural woodwork
� Ken’s Doors

Whitethorn Hardwoods in other hands:
� Furniture and cabinet work
� Instruments / sculpture
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CA Hardwood Species

Tan Oak, 

Madrone, 

Black Walnut, 
Cypress, 

Black Oak, 

Chinquapin, 
Pepperwood, 

Live Oak, 

Maple, and 
Lesser Species.
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Products: Slabs
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Products: Lumber



Whitethorn Hardwoods
P.O. Box 400, Whitethorn, CA 95589

Products: flooring

Diligence Woodworks: 
Flooring and inlays
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Madrone and 
Tanoak Flooring
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Products: Architectural Woodwork
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Products: Doors
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Tanoak Cabinetry
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Tanoak, Black Cottonwood, 
Chinquapin
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Madrone, Pepperwood, Black 
Oak
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Whitethorn Hardwoods in Action: Ejler Hjorth-Westh
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Whitethorn Hardwoods in Action: John Rogers
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Whitethorn Hardwoods in Action: Joe Hill
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Whitethorn Hardwoods in Action: Dan Stalzer
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Whitethorn Hardwoods in Action: Bud Rogers
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Whitethorn Hardwoods in Action: Rip Kirby
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